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p%1^ (Amended) A method of limiting bids in an electronic auction, comprising: [The 
method of claim 78, wherein step (c) comprises the step of] 
offering a lot to a plurality of bidders; 
receiving a bid from a bidder for said lot: 

determining whether said bid [price] is better than [within a predefined percentage of] a 
previous bid by said bidder by at least a predefined positive percentage: and 
accepting said bid in accordance with said determination. 



/| /#fT^ (Amended) A method of limiting bids in an electronic auction, comprising: [The 
method of claim 80, wherein step (c) comprises the step of] 
offering a lot to a plurality of bidders: 
receiving a bid from a bidder for said lot; 

determining whether said bid [price] is better than or meets a threshold defined by a 
historical lot price ; and 

accepting said bid in accordance with said determination. 



^85T (Amended) A method of limiting bids in an electronic auction, comprising: [The 
fl jn method of claim 82, wherein step (c) comprises the step of] 

^ K 

y>Ln offering a lot to a plurality of bidders: 

receiving a bid from a bidder for said lot; 
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determining whether said bid [price] is better than [within a predefined percentage of] a 
market leading bid by at least a predefined positive percentage: and 
accepting said bid in accordance with said determination. 



(Amended) A method to limit bids in an electronic auction, comprising: [The method 
of claim 89, wherein said fail-safe criteria comprises:] 
receiving a bid for a lot from a bidder: 

determining whether said bid passes a fail-safe criteria, wherein said fail-safe criteria 
comprises: 

comparing said bid to a previous bid received from said bidder; and 
determining whether said bid is [within] better than said previous bid by at least 
one of a predefined positive percentage and a predefined positive price [of said previous bid]; 
and 

accepting said bid in accordance with said determination. 




(Amended) A method to limit bids in an electronic auction, comprising: [The method 



of claim 89, wherein said fail-safe criteria comprises:] 
receiving a bid for a lot from a bidder: 

determining whether said bid passes a fail-safe criteria, wherein said fail-safe criteria 
comprises: 

comparing said bid to a threshold defined by a historical price for said lot; and 
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determining whether said bid is [within one] better than the threshold bv at least 
one of a predefined percentage and a predefined price [of said historical bid]; and 
accepting said bid in accordance with said determination. 

(Amended) A method to limit bids in an electronic auction, comprising: [The method 
of claim 89, wherein said fail-safe criteria comprises:] 
receiving a bid for a lot from a bidder; 

determining whether said bid passes a fail-safe criteria, wherein said fail-safe criteria 
comprises: 

comparing said bid to a previous bid for said lot; and 

determining whether said bid is [within] better than said previous bid bv at least 
one of a predefined positive percentage and a predefined positive price [of said previous bid]; 
and 

accepting said bid in accordance with said determination. 

>8T (Amended) [The method of claim 97, further comprising:] A method to limit bids in 
an electronic auction, comprising: 

receiving a first bid for a lot from a bidder; 
accepting said first bid as one of a plurality of bids for said lot; 
determining that said first bid is an erroneous bid; 

removing said first bid from said plurality of bids in accordance with said determination; 
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receiving a second bid for said lot based on said first bid; 



accepting said second bid as one of said plurality of bids; and 



removing said second bid from said plurality of bids in accordance with said 



determination. 




4-06? (Amended) A machine-readable medium that includes instructions for limiting bids in 
an electronic auction wherein such instructions, when executed by a processor, cause the 
processor to: [The machine-readable medium of claim 102, wherein said fail-safe criteria 
comprises:] 

receive a bid for a lot from a bidder; 

determine whether said bid passes a fail-safe criteria, wherein said fail-safe criteria 
comprises: 



one of a predefined positive percentage and a predefined positive price [of said previous bid]; 
and 

accept said bid in accordance with said determination. 



-HJTT (Amended) A machine-readable medium that includes instructions for limiting bids in 
an electronic auction wherein such instructions, when executed by a processor, cause the 




comparing said bid to a previous bid received from said bidder; and 



determining whether said bid is [within ] better than said previous bid by at least 
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processor to: [The machine-readable medium of claim 102, wherein said fail-safe criteria 
comprises:] 

receive a bid for a lot from a bidder: 

determine whether said bid passes a fail-safe criteria, wherein said fail-safe criteria 
comprises: 

comparing said bid to a threshold defined by a historical price for said lot; and 
determining whether said bid is [within] better than the threshold by at least one 
of a predefined percentage and a predefined price [of said historical bid]: and 
accept said bid in accordance with said determination. 

-fO&r (Amended) A machine-readable medium that includes instructions for limiting bids in 
an electronic auction wherein such instructions, when executed by a processor, cause the 
processor to: [The method of claim 102, wherein said fail-safe criteria comprises:] 
receive r bid for a lot from a bidder: 

determine whether said bid passes a fail-safe criteria, wherein said fail-safe criteria 
comprises: 

comparing said bid to a previous bid for said lot; and 

determining whether said bid is [within] better than said previous bid by at least 
one of a predefined positive percentage and a predefined positive price [of said previous bid]; 
and 

accept said bid in accordance with said determination. 
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-44Ar (Amended) [The machine-readable medium of claim 110, further comprising:] A 
machine-readable medium that includes instructions for limiting bids in an electronic auction 
wherein such instructions, when executed by a processor, cause the processor to: 
receive a first bid for a lot from a bidder; 
accept said first bid as one of a plurality of bids for said lot: 
determine that said first bid is an erroneous bid; 

remove said first bid from said plurality of bids in accordance with said determination ; 
[receiving] receive a second bid for said lot based on said first bid; 
[accepting] accept said second bid as one of said plurality of bids; and 
[removing] remove said second bid from said plurality of bids in accordance with said 
determination. 



Please add claims 1 15-156 as follows: 




A method of limiting bids in an online auction, comprising: 
receiving a bid from a bidder and entering it into the auction; 
determining whether the bid is erroneous; and 

if the bid is erroneous, deleting the erroneous bid and any consequential bids of said 
erroneous bid from the auction; 

whereby bidders in the online auction are connected over a communications network and 
submit bids into the online auction via an electronic link. 
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"ti^ The method of claim -ttf-, additionally comprising: 

communicating with bidders that said erroneous bid and said consequential bids have 
been deleted form the auction. 

The method of claim 4+57 wherein said determining comprises receiving a 
communication from the bidder that the received bid is in error. 



A machine-readable medium that includes instructions for limiting bids in an online 
auction wherein such instructions, when executed by a processor, cause the processor to: 
receive a bid from a bidder and enter it into the auction; 
determine whether the bid is erroneous; and 

if the bid is erroneous, delete the erroneous bid and any consequential bids of said 
erroneous bid from the auction; 

whereby bidders in the online auction are connected over a communications network and 
submit bids into the online auction via an electronic link. 

+4-9: The machine-readable medium of claim -H-8-, additionally comprising instructions that 
cause the processor to: 

communicate with bidders that said erroneous bid and said consequential bids have been 
deleted from the auction. 
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42Qu The machine-readable medium of claim -H-&, wherein said instructions cause the 
processor to determine whether the bid is erroneous in response to receipt of a communication 
from the bidder that the received bid is in error. 

+2A» A method for a bidder to remove a bid that was submitted in response to an erroneous bid 
in an online auction, comprising the steps of: 

(a) displaying current bids in the online auction to the bidder, wherein at least one bid has 
been submitted to the auction in error; 

(b) submitting a bid from the bidder that is in response to said erroneous bid; 

(c) receiving a notification that the bid submitted in step (b) was in response to an 
erroneous bid; and 

(d) displaying current bids in the online auction to the bidder, wherein said erroneous bid 
and the bid submitted in step (b) are both removed; 

whereby the bidder is one of a plurality of bidders connected by a communications 
network to the online auction and submits bids into the auction via an electronic link during the 
conducting of the auction. 

4-22; A machine-readable medium that includes instructions for removing a bid that was 
submitted in response to an erroneous bid in an online auction wherein such instructions, when 
executed by a processor, cause the processor to: 
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(a) display current bids in the online auction to a bidder, wherein at least one bid has been 
submitted to the auction in error; 

(b) submit a bid from the bidder that is in response to said erroneous bid; 

(c) receive a notification that the bid submitted in (b) was in response to an erroneous bid; 

and 

(d) display, in response to the error notification, current bids in the online auction to the 
bidder, wherein said erroneous bid and the bid submitted in response to said erroneous bid are 
both removed; 

whereby the bidder is one of a plurality of bidders connected by a communications 
network to the online auction and submits bids during the conducting of the auction via an 
electronic link. 



-123. - The method of claim -99; wherein said accepting step comprises presenting a warning to 
the bidder if said bid is better than the previous bid by at least the predefined positive percentage, 
and accepting said bid in the auction only if, in response to the warning, the bidder confirms the 



-424: The method of claim -W^ wherein said accepting step comprises accepting said bid only if 
said bid fails to beat the previous bid by at least the predefined positive percentage. 



bid. 
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4-25l. The method of clainr&3-, wherein said accepting step comprises presenting a warning to 
the bidder if said bid is better than the market leading bid by at least the predefined positive 
percentage, and accepting said bid in the auction only if, in response to the warning, the bidder 
confirms the bid. 

1 r 

42&. The method of claim*8T, wherein said accepting step comprises accepting said bid only if 
said bid fails to beat the market leading bid by at least the predefined positive percentage. 

The method of claimi^ wherein said accepting step comprises presenting a warning to 
the bidder if said bid fails the fail-safe criteria, and accepting said bid in the auction only if, in 
response to the warning, the bidder confirms the bid. 

rte&r The method of claim ^¥h 9 wherein said accepting step comprises presenting a warning to 
the bidder if said bid is better than the previous bid by at least the predefined positive percentage, 
and accepting said bid in the auction only if, in response to the warning, the bidder confirms the 
bid. 

-t29. The method of claim -93-, wherein said accepting step comprises accepting said bid only if 
said bid passes the fail-safe criteria. 
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t3& The method of claim -95; wherein said accepting step comprises presenting a warning to 
the bidder if said bid fails the fail-safe criteria, and accepting said bid in the auction only if, in 
response to the warning, the bidder confirms the bid. 

+34-. The method of claim wherein said accepting step comprises presenting a warning to 
the bidder if said bid is better than the previous bid by at least the predefined positive percentage, 
and accepting said bid in the auction only if, in response to the warning, the bidder confirms the 
bid. 

t$2r. The method of claim-957 wherein said accepting step comprises accepting said bid only if 
said bid passes the fail-safe criteria. 

433: The machine readable medium of claim 406; wherein said instructions cause said 
processor to present a warning to the bidder if said bid fails the fail-safe criteria, and accept said 
bid in the auction only if, in response to the warning, the bidder confirms the bid. 

t34. The machine readable medium of claim 455-, wherein said instructions cause said 
processor to present a warning to the bidder if said bid is better than the previous bid by at least 
the predefined positive percentage, and accept said bid in the auction only if, in response to the 
warning, the bidder confirms the bid. 
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Ik . . 22 

lr$5r The machine readable medium of claim HXr, wherein said instructions cause said 
processor to accept said bid only if said bid passes the fail-safe criteria. 



The machine readable medium of claim 4-QSrwherein said instructions cause said 
processor to present a warning to the bidder if said bid fails the fail-safe criteria, and accept said 
bid in the auction only if, in response to the warning, the bidder confirms the bid. 

30 . ^ 

i^X- The machine readable medium of claim +36; wherein said instructions cause said 
processor to present a warning to the bidder if said bid is better than the previous bid by at least 
the predefined positive percentage, and accept said bid in the auction only if, in response to the 
warning, the bidder confirms the bid. 

The machine readable medium of claim wherein said instructions cause said 
processor to accept said bid only if said bid passes the fail-safe criteria. 

-+49: A bidding device operated by a bidder during an electronic auction, said bidding device 
comprising: 

software that displays information about a lot to a bidder during the electronic auction; 
wherein the software submits a previous and a current bid by the bidder to the electronic 
auction via an online connection; 

wherein the auction determines whether the current bid is better than the previous bid by 
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at least a predefined positive percentage; and 

wherein the auction accepts the current bid in accordance with whether the current bid is 
better than the previous bid by at least the predefined positive percentage. 



J-4€h The bidding device of claim 43Sywherein the bidding device presents a warning to the 
bidder if the current bid is better than the previous bid by at least the predefined positive 
percentage, and the auction accepts the current bid in the auction only if, in response to the 
warning, the bidder confirms the current bid. 



44i". The bidding device of claim +39-, wherein the auction accepts the current bid only if the 
current bid fails to beat the previous bid by at least the predefined positive percentage. 



+42*. A bidding device operated by a bidder during an electronic auction, said bidding device 
comprising: 

software that displays information about a lot to a bidder during the electronic auction; 
wherein the software submits a bid by the bidder to the electronic auction via an online 
connection; 

wherein the auction determines whether the current bid meets a threshold defined by a 
historical lot price; and 

wherein the auction accepts the current bid in accordance with whether the current bid 
meets the threshold. 
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<t 2 t37 A bidding device operated by a bidder during an electronic auction, said bidding device 
comprising: 

software that displays information about a lot to a bidder during the electronic auction; 
wherein the software submits a bid by the bidder to the electronic auction via an online 
connection; 

wherein the auction determines whether the bid is better than a market leading bid by at 
least a predefined positive percentage; and 

wherein the auction accepts the current bid in accordance with whether the bid is better 
than the market leading bid by at least the predefined positive percentage. 

t44? The bidding device of claim +43, wherein the bidding device presents a warning to the 
bidder if the bid is better than the market leading bid by at least the predefined positive 
percentage, and the auction accepts the bid in the auction only if, in response to the warning, the 
bidder confirms the bid. 



4# *u> 

The bidding device of claim 443; wherein the auction accepts the bid only if the bid fails 
to beat the market leading bid by at least the predefined positive percentage. 



-446: A bidding device operated by a bidder during an electronic auction, said bidding device 
comprising: 

software that displays information about a lot to a bidder during the electronic auction; 
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wherein the software submits a previous and a current bid by the bidder to the electronic 
auction via an online connection; 

wherein the auction determines whether the current bid passes a fail-safe criteria by 
determining whether the current bid is better than the previous bid by at least one of a predefined 
positive percentage and a predetermined positive price; and 

wherein the auction accepts the current bid in accordance with whether the current bid 
passes the fail-safe criteria. 

447: The bidding device of claim 446-, wherein the bidding device presents a warning to the 
bidder if the current bid fails the fail-safe criteria, and the auction accepts the current bid in the 
auction only if, in response to the warning, the bidder confirms the current bid. 

448". The bidding device of claim +3?; wherein the bidding device presents a warning to the 
bidder if the current bid is better than the previous bid by at least the predefined positive 
percentage, and the auction accepts the current bid only if, in response to the warning, the bidder 
confirms the current bid. 

55- ^ 

+49t The bidding device of claim t46; wherein the auction accepts the current bid only if the 
current bid passes the fail-safe criteria. 

+507 A bidding device operated by a bidder during an electronic auction, said bidding device 
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comprising: 

software that displays information about a lot to a bidder during the electronic auction; 
wherein the software submits a bid by the bidder to the electronic auction via an online 
connection; 

wherein the auction determines whether the bid passes a fail-safe criteria by determining 
whether the bid is better than a threshold defined by a historical price for the lot by at least one of 
a predefined positive percentage and a predetermined positive price; and 

wherein the auction accepts the bid in accordance with whether the current bid passes the 
fail-safe criteria. 

^ ... ^ 

4-5+. The bidding device of claim +56; wherein the bidding device presents a warning to the 
bidder if the bid fails the fail-safe criteria, and the auction accepts the current bid in the auction 
only if, in response to the warning, the bidder confirms the bid. 

443r The bidding device of claim 4-56; wherein the auction accepts the bid only if the bid 
passes the fail-safe criteria. 

4£L A bidding device operated by a bidder during an electronic auction, said bidding device 
comprising: 

software that displays information about a lot to a bidder during the electronic auction; 
wherein the software submits a bid by the bidder to the electronic auction via an online 
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connection; 

wherein the auction determines whether the bid is better than a previous bid for the lot by 
at least one of a predefined positive percentage and a predefined positive price; and 

wherein the auction accepts the bid in accordance with whether the bid is better than the 
previous bid by at least one of the predefined positive percentage and the predefined positive 
price. 

4-54*. The bidding device of claim +56-, wherein the bidding device presents a warning to the 
bidder if the bid fails the fail-safe criteria, and the auction accepts the bid in the auction only if, 
in response to the warning, the bidder confirms the bid. 

i-55r The bidding device of claim+53-, wherein the auction accepts the bid only if the bid 
passes the fail-safe criteria. 

& 

- 156 t- A bidding device operated by a bidder during an electronic auction, said bidding device 
comprising: 

software that displays information about a lot to a bidder during the electronic auction, 
wherein a bid for the lot has been submitted to the auction in error; 

wherein the software submits a bid by the bidder to the electronic auction via an online 
connection in response to the erroneous bid; and 

wherein the auction deletes, in response to receipt of a communication from a bidder that 
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